
HSD Fall 2021 Plan

 [*Please note, this is an extremely fluid situation, with new guidance being issued based 
on the rise in COVID cases due to the Delta variant.] 

The Hillsboro School District is excited to welcome back all students for full-time, in-person* 
instruction in the 2021-22 school year. (*We are also excited to welcome back our students 
participating in Hillsboro Online Academy!)  

We know there are many questions about what the school year will look like, with perhaps the 
biggest being around mask-wearing.  

Recently, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), Oregon Health Authority, Oregon Department 
of Education (via the Resiliency Framework), and our local public health authority issued 
guidance strongly advising face coverings in schools, regardless of vaccination status. 
Following these announcements, Oregon’s Governor issued a mask mandate for schools 
heading into the 2021-22 school year.  

Mask wearing is a proven strategy for reducing the transmission of COVID-19 and other 
communicable diseases like the flu, especially when coupled with other mitigation measures of 
frequent hand washing/sanitizing, physical distancing, covering your coughs and sneezes, 
staying home when you are sick, and avoiding contact with people who are ill.  

The Hillsboro School District will follow the guidance of health authorities with regard to 
masking. 

On school buses: 
● Masks are required for all persons, regardless of vaccination status, per CDC order.*

(*School buses are considered “public transit” and are therefore covered under the
federal mask mandate.)

At schools during school/working hours: 
● Masks are required indoors for all persons at all schools regardless of vaccination 

status. Students may remove their mask while actively eating or drinking; staff may 
remove their mask while actively eating or drinking outside of the presence of students, 
and if working independently at their desk or behind a closed door.

● Mask expectations outdoors are as follows: Elementary students at recess and PE, 
as well as supervising staff, will be required to wear masks unless they are taking a mask 
break and are at least six feet from others. Masks are optional outdoors for secondary 
students, and strongly advised in crowded situations where appropriate physical distance 
cannot be maintained.

For after school sports and activities: 
● Students involved in practicing or playing a competitive sport (including Color

Guard and Cheerleading) are not required to wear a face mask indoors or outdoors
while actively engaged in physical activity, though they may wear a face mask if they

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ORDHS/bulletins/2ea4ad0
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Ready%20Schools%20Safe%20Learners%20Resiliency%20Framework%20for%20the%202021-22%20School%20Year.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qsMScuAmsZFSP4ePp-nXmGi54ZJyBCuP/view?ts=60f9cb14
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=64174&fbclid=IwAR09wUuI8tUHxrU_ImL4U7AKEV_CGkd4XdDCr01ywTxYedHKRoKSNhB6t4s
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so choose. If the students are not engaged in physical activity (e.g. sitting on the 
sidelines, participating in a team meeting, etc.) they are required to wear a face mask. 
Masks are required indoors for all other persons (5 and older) at all other times, 
regardless of vaccination status. Masks are required outdoors for coaches, support 
staff, and spectators (5 and older) when 6’ of physical distance cannot be maintained.  

 
At district buildings: 

● Masks are required indoors for all persons, regardless of vaccination status, unless 
you’re actively eating or drinking, or working alone at your desk or behind a closed door. 
If students are present, masks are required.  

 
Vaccination is a proven strategy for keeping people from developing serious complications, 
being hospitalized, and dying from COVID-19. We encourage everyone who is eligible* to be 
vaccinated against COVID-19. (*Please follow your physician’s advice if you are at risk of 
complications from COVID-19 vaccination.) To receive a COVID-19 vaccine, please visit your 
local pharmacy or healthcare provider. For information about upcoming vaccination events, 
please see Washington County’s COVID-19 Vaccine Information website, the Vaccines page of 
our website or the District Events Calendar. For assistance making or getting to a vaccination 
appointment, please contact our Family Outreach Liaisons.  
 
We will be asking families to voluntarily share their student’s vaccination status through our 
Online Verification system. This will assist our contact tracing efforts in the event of positive 
COVID-19 diagnoses in our schools.  
 
Mask wearing by those who are unvaccinated and by all persons around students who are not 
yet eligible for vaccination will help us reach our goal of keeping students at school on a daily 
basis. If your student is determined to have been in CLOSE CONTACT with someone who tests 
positive for COVID-19, the following will happen: 
 

If you ARE vaccinated OR have recovered 
from COVID-19 within the past 90 days: 

If you ARE NOT vaccinated: 

You will be allowed to remain in 
school/work/practice as long as you do not 
develop primary symptoms of COVID-19. It is 
recommended that you are tested 3-5 days 
after exposure - if positive, you must 
quarantine at home for 10 days.  

You will be required to quarantine at home for 
at least 10 days before returning to 
school/work/practice, per Washington County 
Public Health guidelines. You are also 
encouraged to get tested, although a negative 
test will not shorten the quarantine.  

 
Please note that the COVID-19 pandemic is still a fluid situation and we will all need to remain 
flexible. We will revisit mask requirements as needed based on guidance from health officials 
(e.g. lifting of the Governor’s mask mandate, declining rates of infection, access to vaccines for 
students under 12, etc.). 
 
We have a responsibility to ensure that students, staff, and visitors to our schools and district 

https://co.washington.or.us/HHS/CommunicableDiseases/COVID-19/vaccine.cfm
https://www.hsd.k12.or.us/vaccines
https://www.hsd.k12.or.us/Page/2#calendar1/20210816/month
https://www.hsd.k12.or.us/Page/712
https://www.hsd.k12.or.us/Page/6187
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buildings are as safe as possible, but we cannot lose sight of our primary goal of educating kids. 
Our principals and school staff members will be focused on instruction, and we ask that 
everyone do their part to exercise good health hygiene habits and contribute to healthy and safe 
environments.  
 
We ask that families assess their student’s health each day before sending them to school. 
COVID-19 is associated with a certain set of “primary symptoms” that can be seen on this 
flowchart. Some of these symptoms as well as other symptoms are associated with different 
communicable diseases - please consult the “Too Sick for School?” flyer if you are uncertain 
about whether or not to send your student to school. 
 
Additional guidance and protocols can be found in our 2021-22 Operational Plan and on the 
2021-22 School Year page of our website.  
 
Hillsboro School District 
 

https://www.hsd.k12.or.us/cms/lib/OR02216643/Centricity/domain/1533/return-to-school%202021-22/HSD%20202122%20COVID%20Flow%20Chart.pdf
https://www.hsd.k12.or.us/cms/lib/OR02216643/Centricity/domain/1364/covid%2019/resources/Too%20Sick%20For%20School%20English%20ODE-OHA%20updated%20July%202021.pdf
https://www.hsd.k12.or.us/cms/lib/OR02216643/Centricity/domain/1533/return-to-school%202021-22/HSD%20Safe%20Return%20to%20In-Person%20Instruction%20and%20Continuity%20of%20Services%20Plan%20Template%207.21.21.pdf
http://www.hsd.k12.or.us/202122schoolyear

